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to a people possessing no literary traditions and endowed
with no great artistic originality. This pre-eminence was fairly
maintained up to the age of Jamf, and did not entirely
disappear until after the time of Sa'ib. The period subsequent
to the death of that author, which occurred about 1088
(1677), is known in the history of Persian poetry as that of
the Decadence; and although writers not altogether unworthy
of the past still continued to appear from time to time, the
literature of Iran now sank into a state of decrepitude from
which there has as yet been no revival. ' Having thus lost
her own inspiration, the Persian muse was no longer able
to inspire her neighbour; and this the Turkish poets must
have felt, though they may never have recognized, or even
realised, the fact.

Again, just as the Turks were thus compelled to abandon
the practice of modelling their poetry on the contemporary
work of Persia through the insufficiency of the latter, they
were prohibited from continuing to imitate the productions
of Iran's earlier and happier days, in as much as the spirit
which animated those belonged to a past age, and was no
longer adequate to express the tendencies and ideals of a
new time. Moreover, Turco-Persianism had, as we have seen,
said its last word in the poems of Nefci and Nabi; it was
impossible to go farther than the first of these writers in the
direction of technical excellence, or than the second in that
of downright imitation. No advance was therefore possible
along the old lines, and so the Turkish poets found themselves

1 [I have already repeatedly expiessed my dissent from this view. QaDanf of
Shiidz, who was living not much more than half a century ago, is alone suffi-
cient, in my opinion, to dispiove it. The fact is that no careful study of
modem Pei&ian poetiy has yet been made in Europe. It was the good fortune
of the Turks to find so faithful a friend, so appreciative an admirer, and so
diligent a student of their literature of all periods, ancieftt and modern, as
the Authoi of this work. This good foitune has hitherto been denied to the
Persians. ED.]